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On Sept. 28, Cuban news agency Prensa Latina reported that Cubans were becoming "impatient"
with delays in government housing programs. Officials have responded to street demonstrations
and angry remonstrations by individuals complaining to bureaucrats in government ministries that
the government had accorded to housing "all the priority it can be given in present circumstances."
The government has established the year 2000 as the deadline for eliminating the country's housing
deficit. Its ambitious program is behind schedule, according to officials, due in part to a shortage
of foreign exchange needed to purchase construction materials. In 1987, the construction materials
industry registered an 8% growth rate, considerably lower than the official target. Prensa Latina
noted that one "encouraging factor" thus far is the success of the "voluntary construction brigade
movement" under which 30,000 workers have been assembled in Havana alone to build homes.
Overall investment in 1986 totaled approximately $1.5 billion. In that year, 3,000 new homes were
constructed in Cuba. This year, according to officials, investment deriving from expenditure of
foreign exchange is expected to total only $600 million. Despite reduced investment compared to
1986, the government predicts that by year-end between 8,000 and 9,000 new homes in Havana alone
will be completed. Officials estimate that by the year 2000, at least 200,000 new homes must be built
to close the housing gap, and several thousand structures must undergo repairs in order to maintain
minimum housing standards.
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